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SECOND EASTERN EUROPE AND CENTRAL ASIA AIDS CONFERENCE 
On May 3-5 2008, the largest Eastern Europe and Central Asia AIDS Conference (EECAAC 2008) will be held in Moscow. The official theme of the Conference is “Accelerating Access to HIV Prevention, Treatment and Care for All.” About 2,000 delegates from 50 countries representing the region will participate in the Conference.  Delegates include political and community leaders, representatives of international and regional non-profit organizations, scientists and medical professionals. This is the continuation of the dialogue initiated at the 1st EECAAC, which was held in Moscow in May 2006 and attended by about 1,500 delegates. 
EECAAC 2008 is supported by the Russian government, the benefactor of the forum.
The organizers of the Conference are the Federal Service on protection of Consumer Rights and Wellbeing in the Russian Federation, the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), the International AIDS Society, and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The co-chairs of the Conference are Gennady Onishchenko, Peter Piot, Craig McClure and Michel Kazachkine. 
The 2008 Conference will be grounded in the global commitment toward achieving universal access to HIV prevention, treatment, care and support by 2010.
The Conference will explore all aspects of the HIV response in the Eastern Europe/Central Asian region, focusing specifically on research related to prevention, treatment and care and policy and programmes targeting communities most at risk of HIV infection, including injecting drug users, men who have sex with men and commercial sex workers.  Discussion will also focus on the increasing vulnerability of women and young people to the epidemic, as well as HIV-related stigma and discrimination in society. 
The basic objective of the Conference is to discuss recent information and data on the HIV epidemic and its impact on societies in the region, as well as changes that have taken place since the first Conference. 
Though the region has made significant progress on expanding epidemiological surveillance and improving quality of treatment, a continuing challenge is that the number people living with HIV in the region is increasing. The highest numbers of newly reported cases are among women and representatives of the most vulnerable population groups. In Europe specifically, Russia has the highest number of newly registered cases of HIV infections. As of December 31st 2007, the total number of people living with HIV in Russia amounted to 416,113. 

The Conference programme will include segments focusing specifically on the scientific aspects of the problem. An important part of the program will be debates between clinical and fundamental medical representatives, as well as practical seminars dedicated to the development of certain skills which are necessary both to medical services and people living with HIV. 
The 2nd Eastern Europe and Central Asia AIDS Conference is expected to be a very important event in the regional effort to resolve the HIV epidemic in the region.
For additional information, please, contact 
Elena Demygina, Secretariat EECAAC (495) 382 8822, email pr@infoshare.ru
Natalya Neverskaya, Secretariat EECAAC (495) 981 0609, email natalya.neverskaya@maslov-pr.com 
EECAAC official website www.eecaac.org 
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